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U S CHARGES 10 W TH OPERATI NG DRUG RI NG
| N JEFFERSON HOUSI NG DEVEL OPMENT

JAMES B. COMVEY, United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, ANTHONY PLACI DO Special Agent in Charge of
the Drug Enforcement Administration’s New York Field Division,
WLLIAM G MMHON, Special Agent in Charge of the Bureau of
Al cohol , Tobacco, and Firearns, New York Division, and RAYMOND W
KELLY, Conmm ssioner of the New York City Police Departnent,
announced the unsealing in federal court today of an indictnent
of LAWRENCE W LLI AM5S and nine others in connection with a crack
cocai ne operation that operated in the Jefferson (“Jefferson”)
Housi ng Devel opnent in Manhatt an.

According to the Indictrment, WLLIAVMS was charged with

| eadi ng a gang of crack cocai ne deal ers between First and Third
Avenues and between 112'" and 115'" Streets.

The I ndi ctment charges LAWRENCE W LLI AMS, a/k/a *Rock,”
alk/a “Cty,” LAWVRENCE RHODES, a/k/a “Al,” alkl/a “Link,” alk/a

“L,” ROLAND LEONARDO, a/k/a “Morano,” TAMEEKA CCOLEMAN, a/k/a



“Meeka,” LATOYA SUMMERS, al/k/a “Toya,”, DAREN ROWE, KNEALAND
ANTI ONI O STRAIN, a/k/a “Mnsta,” CAM LLE RHODES, and BASHEEM
SMALLS with operating and participating in a retail crack cocai ne
ring that was based in the Jefferson Devel opnent from at | east
June 2002 to Novenber 2003 (the “WIIlians Organization”).

The indictnent al so charges nenbers of the WIIlians
Organi zation with thirteen counts of distribution and possession
wth intent to distribute various anmounts of crack cocaine
beginning in April 2003 and continuing into Septenber 2003.

According to the Indictnment, WLLIAMS ran the
Organi zati on and was responsi bl e for purchasi ng powdered cocai ne,
arranging for that cocaine to be manufactured into crack, and
supervising the sale of the crack cocaine by others. The
I ndi ctment further alleges that LAWRENCE RHODES assi sted WLLI AVS
in running the Organization by providing street-level drug
deal ers with pre-packaged quantities of crack cocaine, collecting
drug proceeds fromthese drug deal ers and selling crack cocai ne
to custoners.

According to the Indictnment, the foll ow ng other
menbers of the Organization had the foll ow ng roles:

ROLAND LEONARDO, a/k/a “Morano” manufactured or

“cooked” quantities of powdered cocaine into crack;

TAVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a “Meeka” and LATOYA SUMMVERS,

a/ k/a “Toya” were managers of the Organization who were
responsi bl e, anong ot her things, for supervising other
drug deal ers;



DARREN ROAE stored quantities of crack, as well as drug
proceeds, in an apartnent |ocated in Jefferson;

KNEALAND ANTI ONI O STRAIN, a/k/a “Mnsta” was a Maryl and
based drug-deal er who obtai ned distribution quantities
of crack and powdered cocai ne from LAWRENCE W LLI AVS;

and

CAM LLE RHODES and BASHEEM SMALLS were street-1|eve
drug dealers for the Organization

Each of these 10 people is charged in Count One of the

I ndi ctment with conspiring to distribute at |east 50 grans of

cr ack.

| f convicted of the conspiracy count, each of themfaces

a maxi mum sentence of life in prison and a mandatory m ni mum

sentence of 10 years behi nd bars.

The thirteen counts of distribution and possession with

ntent to distribute crack are set forth bel ow

COUNT DEFENDANTS DATE APPROXI MATE
QUANTI TY
TWO LAWRENCE RHCDES, a/k/a 06/ 07/ 02 |42 grans
“Al," alk/ia “Link,” a/kl/a
“L,” and
DARREN ROVWE
THREE BASHEEM SMVALLS 04/02/03 | 1.1 grans
FOUR LATOYA SUMVERS, a/k/a 04/09/03 | 2.1 grans
“Toya”
Fl VE LAVRENCE RHODES, a/k/a 05/08/03 | 3.6 grans
“Al," alk/a “Link,” alk/a
[13 L ”
SI X TAMVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a 05/ 15/ 03 |13.2 grans
“Meeka”




SEVEN

TAMVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a
“Meeka”

05/ 21/ 03

6.5 grans

El GHT

LAWRENCE W LLI AMS, a/k/a
“Rock” al/k/a “City,” and
LAWRENCE RHODES, a/k/a
“Al,” alkla “Link,” alkl/a
113 L”

05/ 30/ 03

10.

2 grans

NI NE

TAVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a
“Meeka,” and BASHEEM
SMVALLS

06/ 05/ 03

10.

3 grans

TEN

LAWRENCE W LLI AMS, a/k/a
“Rock,” al/k/a “City,” and
TAVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a

“ Meeka”

06/ 17/ 03

15.

8 grans

ELEVEN

LAWRENCE W LLI AMS, a/k/a
“Rock,” alk/a “City,” and
LAWRENCE RHODES, a/k/a
“Al,” alkla “Link,” alkla
113 L”

06/ 25/ 03

11.

6 grans

TWELVE

LAWRENCE W LLI AMS, a/k/a
“Rock,” alkl/a “City,” and
TAVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a
“Meeka”

06/ 26/ 03

15.

6 grans

THI RTEEN

LAWRENCE W LLI AMS, a/k/a
“Rock,” alklia “City,”
TAVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a
“Meeka,” and

CAM LLE RHODES

08/ 30/ 03

16.

1 grans

FOURTEEN

TAVEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a
“Meeka”

09/ 09/ 03

24

gr ans

| f convicted of the above counts,

t he def endants face maxi num

sentences ranging from20 to 40 years in prison per count.

The Jefferson Devel opnent

is a New York Gty public

housi ng project that has a popul ation of nore than 3,500, with a

medi an fam |y incone, according to the New York City Housing

Aut hority,

of approximately $13, 600.
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During the period of the



charged conspiracy, Jefferson was the site of five shootings, 47
robberies, 41 felony assaults, 2 burglaries, and 16 grand | arceny
of fenses, according to New York Gty Police Departnent records.
Jefferson is also a high drug trafficking area, and the NYPD and
DEA believe that many of the non-drug crinmes occurring at
Jefferson are linked to the drug trade there.

COMEY said the investigation is continuing.

LAWRENCE W LLIAMS, al/k/a “Rock,” alkia “Cty,” 32,
lives in the Bronx, New York.

LAWRENCE RHCDES, a/k/a “Al,” alk/a “Link,” a/kla “L,”
23, lives in Bronx, NY.

ROLAND LEONARDO, a/k/a “Morano,” 28, lives in Bronx,

NY.

TAMEEKA COLEMAN, a/k/a “Meeka,” 22, lives in Manhattan.

LATOYA SUWMMERS, a/k/a “Toya,” 23, lives in Bronx, NY.

DAREN RONE, 38, lives in Bronx, NY.

KNEALAND ANTI ONI O STRAIN, a/k/a “Mnsta,” 21, lives in
Mar yl and.

CAM LLE RHODES, 21, lives in Bronx, NY.

BASHEEM SMVALLS, 21, currently in custody on state
charges, lived in the Manhatt an.

MAURREEN W LLI AMS, 50, lives in Maryl and.
M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the DEA,

as well as of the New York City Police Departnent, the Bureau of
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Al cohol , Tobacco, and Firearns, and the New York State Police,
which jointly conducted the investigation with the DEA.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JONATHAN ABERNETHY
and JASON SABOT are in charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and

until proven guilty.
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